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The Office Action mailed November 4, 2003 and the Advisory Action mailed January 
29, 2004 have been received and reviewed. Claims 46 and 5 1 -59 have been cancelled. 
Therefore, the pending claims are claims 60-88. Reconsideration and withdrawal of the 
rejections are respectfully requested. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The Examiner indicated that the Information Disclosure Statement filed failed to comply 
with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(d) in that it lacked a statement as specified in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e). The 
references cited in the Information Disclosure Statement filed 5 January 2004 were cited in an 
Office Action mailed 22 October 2003 by the Examiner in a related patent application Serial No. 
09/560,268. Although they do not appear to include compositions or methods using such 
compositions as described in pending claims of the present application, to ftdiy comply with 
Applicants' duty of disclosure they were submitted for consideration. 

As such, as specified in 37 C.F.R. §1 -97(e), at least in part because such references cited 
in the Information Disclosure Statement filed 5 January 2004 were cited in an Office Action 
mailed 22 October 2003 by the Examiner in a related patent application Serial No. 09/560,268, 
no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the 
undersigned's knowledge, no item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was known to any individual designated in §1.56(c) more than three months prior to 
the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement on 5 January 2004. 

Applicants' have already authorized the fee of $180 under 1. 1 7 (p) when the Information 
Disclosure Statement was filed on 5 January 2004. Please charge any additional fees or credit 
any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 13-4895. 

Consideration of the Information Disclosure Statement filed 5 January 2004 is 
respectfully requested. Pursuant to the provisions of M.P.E.P. §609, Applicants further request 
that a copy of the 1449 form filed 5 January 2004 (a copy of which is attached hereto), marked 
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as being considered and initialed by the Examiner, be returned with the next Official 
Communication. 



The Examiner continues to reject claims 46 and 51-59 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as being 
unpatentable over Hayashi et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,482,895) and further in view of Berti et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,567,651)- Applicants respectfully traverse the Examiner's rejections. 
However, to move the present application to issuance, Applicants' have cancelled claims 46 and 
51-59. As such, this rejection is moot. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Applicants acknowledge the allowance of claims 60-88. Therefore, in view of the 
cancellation of claims above, the present application is in condition for allowance. 
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Summary 

It is respectfully submitted that the pending claims are in condition for allowance and 
notification to that effect is respectfully requested. The Examiner is invited to contact 
Applicants' Representatives, at the below-listed telephone number, if it is believed that 
prosecution of this application may be assisted thereby. 



Lee et al 

By 

Mueting, Raasch & Gebhardt, P., 
P.O. Box 581415 
Minneapolis, MN 55458-1415 
Phone: (612) 305-1220 
Facsimile: (612)305-1228 
Customer Number 2( 



4 fak y*4r ^M^Aj^^^Si 

Date Mark J. Gebhardt- 



Reg. No. 35,518 
Direct Dial (612)305-1216 



The undersigned hereb v rli/iesLh 



er and the paper(s). as described hereinabove, are being 
• ' Ice, addressed io 

lis day of 
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